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The unmasking of a Monopolie 
OR THE 
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Bout Hillary Terme 1646, a Petition was preſented tothe Honourable Houſe of Cemmens, in the name of the Clathiers and . 
AA Mutaurer of Wooll inthis Kingdome 3 which being referred unto a Committee, was by the Petitioners Councell divi- 
ded into feure parts 3 viz, Againſt, 1.Corrupters. 2.Tranſporters. 3.Ingroſlers of Wooll. 4+ Such as uſed Clothing,and kad 
not ſervedas Apprentices to the Trade. | | 
Of theſe foure,three were quieted ſo ſoone as mentioned,” divers Statutes now in force reſtraining the ſame : But the other,touch- 
ing the ſuppoſed ingroſſing gave cauſe of debate thus ; The Petitioners alleadged, that the Staplers and others were Ingroflers of 
Wooll, and thereupon the Petitioners deſired that none but themſelves might buy Wooll ; And that the Merchants of the Staple, 
and all others,might be prohibited the buying of Wooll : And in this requeſt they had woven another as dangerovs, viz.that Com- 
miſoners and Officers might be authoriſed to ſearch Wools, and put thoſe former Lawes in execution 3 That ſuch C ommiſſioners 
and Officers might be paidby the Petitioners, and that they might be thoſe perſons as promoted this Petition : A propoſition as 
bold in themas prejudiciall 'ro the Common-wealth: And in their proceeding and debate herein , which was inſiſted upon with 
ſome vehemencie, they called up three principall Opponents. | | 
r. The Fellmonger of London for whom it was alleadged, That he uſed,and that it was his Trade, to buy and ſell Fleece-wooll, as 
well asto pluck and fell Fell-wooll. 
2. The Merchant of the Staple, he ſhewes and proves, | 
I, That the fole Emption of Wooll deſired by the Petitioners is 2 Monopoly, eſpecially if that of their Officers and 
Searchers 2ccompanie it 3 That its again Law and the Liberty of the Subje&. | 
2. That this project of the rich Clothicr,will undoe all the poore manufaRures of Wooll, 


3+ That its deſtruQive tothe very being of the Stapler 3 whoſe Art and profeſſion is to buy Wooll where he pleaſeth, and 
by his $kill and labour to ſort it into 5, 6.0r more ſeverall forts, ſo to prepare and fir it for all uſes, and then to furniſh thoſe 
that drape it, dwelling in the remoteft parts of rhe Kingdome. 
4. Thar hereby the ManufaQurers have no loſle inthe Wooll they uſe, but fave the disburſement of 15 1. in 20 1. For 
they are ſtored by the Stapler for 5 1. with as much ſerviceable Wooll of ſeverall ſorts as would coſt 20 1. from the grower, 
5. Asthe Wooll of (few or)no Countrey can be ſpent by any one ManufaQurer : fo all the Wools of every Countrey by 
the Art and induſtry of rhe Merchant of the Staple are made uſefull for every Clothier and Manufacturer of Woell in all 
parts of England and Wales,and with much advantage both in reſped of ſtock and otherwiſe. 
6. The objeQion that the Merchant of the Staple 1s an Ingrofler is abſurd;for to buy and fell and fort Vooll in his Trade, 
(which he doth at all times of the yeare)is no ingroſſing. It may be as well applyecd to a Cheeſemonger, Silkman, or Gold- 
ſmirh, who muſt have more Sterh; Plate, Silke, Butter and Cheeſe then for his owne expence 3 And may by Law buy as 
much and as great quantities as his Stock and credit will extend unto, and yet no Ingrofler, . 
7.The Staplersare an ancient Body incorporated r5 Ew, 3.8 after the ſurpriſe of Callice, 3 Eliz. both which Charters 
are confirmed by ſeverall Afts of Parliament,wherby and by another Charter 1 5 . 7as, as they are inabled to buy Wooll,fo 
none are prohibited to buy any Wool! : wherefore now to prohibit rhe Staplers, is, todrive them and their ſervants to ſeeke 
a new courſe of life ; againſt Law. | 
3. The Wooll-grower, who of all Parties, is,for Number moſt conſiderable : He by ſeverall Petitions made at the publike Aſh. 
ſes, by the Juſtices andgrand- Jury in ſeverall Countics, and delivercd in to the ſaid Committee, by the Parliament-men ſerving for . 
thoſe Counties, doth afirme = OE Hes pn Ee. EM mr gon | 
: x. That the Petitioners ſuit is fora Monoplic ; And that they ſecketodoe miſchiefe by a Law. 
2. That to compell them to ſellto the Clothier and ManufaQurer of Wool! only, is to leave them only but one Chap- 
man,which is againſt Law and Liberty of the Subje&,and muſt of necefliry abaſe the price of Wooll. 
3. That in ſuch caſe the Clothier may buy what Wooll he liſt,and when he pleaſcth,and at his owne price by a combina» 
tion amongſt them,which in part they have already praRiſed in Northampton-ſhire. 
4. That the Stat. 5.E4.6.cap.7. afforded them two Chapmen, the Clothier and the ge, which they found to be too. 


few,and thereupon 21 7ac.they mads ſuit to repeale that Law: But ifthe Stapler ſhall be/debarred,2nd the Clothier only buy 
Wooll, what will become of them then 2 | | 


05, The Clothier ſaith he petitioneth not againſt rhe Gent.Grower, 
Anſ. Nogood man,he petitioncth nor againſt him, he would only make him keep his VVool! till itRot,or take the 
Clothiers baſe price for it, that isall which the Petitioner defires. | 
Sothe Clothier petirioneth not againſt the Corporation of the Merchants of the Staple 3 But be labours all he can, 
rhat the Stapler may loſe his Trade and beg, though it be to the detriment of the whole Kingdome. 2 
The Clothier hath alſo another Opponent, very numerous,called Jobbers and Brozgers, whoof late yeares have been great buyers 
of ooll, being men of all Profeffions ; as Gtovers, Wooll-winders, Tzylors,Inne-kee pers andthe like, whoppezred rot in perſon, + 
nor any intheir b:nalfe bur only by Perition 3 there being no Law for them, and they craving none, leſt it (hovld be made again. 
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